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MATTHEW v. 7. 


Ble ed are the merciful for they all 4 mercy. 


HEN we ſurvey the nature, den ee 
and condition of man, with any degree 
of attention, we eaſily perceive, that no 
particular perſon is ſufficient for his own 
wwe happineſs. This truth is not only the 
| | reſult of ſpeculation ; but ſenſibly, in- 
timately and deeply felt, by every one, who either 
obſerves what paſſes in himſelf, or in the world 
around him. A piereing ſenſe of natural want, 
and the painful importunity of natural appetites, are 
common to the prince and to the peaſant. No ſupe- 
riority of ſtation, no talents of mind, no degrees of 
wealth, are ſufficient to render. ys abſolutely indepen- 


dent and above neceſſity. But if we refſect upon the 


mutability of all worldly things, and the uncertain 
a | | tenor 
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tenor by which we poſſeſs chan; ; it will appear ſtill 
more evident, that mankind by the neceſſities of their 
frame and the circumſtances of their lives, are intend- 
ed for mutual dependency upon one another. It was 


a common topic among ancient philoſophers, that 
| mankind were not born for themſelves ; but that God 


had created individuals for one another as parts for the 
whole. Nor can we wonder that all the different ſects 
of philoſophers, however oppoſite to one another in 
other reſpects, are univerſally agreed in this. For if 
we attend to the ſoul herſelf, we ſhall eaſily perceive, 
that without intercourſe with beings of her own ſpe- 
cies; ſhe feels miſery too exquiſite, to be either conſol- 
ed or allayed by any other ſatisfaction. Reciprocal 


communications of knowledge; reciprocal ſentiments 


and offices of kindneſs, are not only eſſential to the 


being of ſociety in general, but to its particular mem- 


bers. And the wretch, if he has any ſenſibility at all, 
who is not delighted with the tender effuſions of a 
ſuſceptible heart, feels every torment of hell, but its 

unquenchable fires. Thus it has pleaſed God who 
created man after his own image, to unite an eternal, 


and inſeparable connection between the improvement 


and happineſs of his nature. As the greater part of 
our enjoyments in this life, conſiſt not ſo much in 
procuring any poſitive pleaſure, as in informing our- 
ſelves of the wants, and exigences of our nature, 
the province of mercy is very large and extenſive, 
and reaches almoſt to all our mutual wants. 

The common acceptation, however, of the word 


| * in our e is, the mild and gentle uſe of 


that 


5 

+ that power, which law or equity gives us, to retaliate 
or vindicate injuries. But we ſhall do injuſtice to the 
text, if we circumſcribe it in this ſenſe. 
It may be conſidered as a general rule, that ſuch of 


our Saviour's precepts, as inculcate benevolence or 


charity, ought to be explained in the moſt exten- | 


- five meaning which the nature of the thing will bear. 
To ſupport this aſſertion, one example will be ſuffi- 
dent, For it is plain, that when our Divine Inſtruc- 
tor, who is the beſt interpreter, ſums up the ſecond ta- 


ble of the commandments, by the word neighbour, 
| he means mankind in general, whatever relation or 


civil denomination they bear; and this he himſelf il- 
luſtrates in his excellent contraſt between the cruel 


Jew, and charitable Samaritan. The original word 


implies all that ſympathy, pity and bowels of compal- 
ſion which one man can ſhew to another. It is equal- 


ly manifeſt, therefore, from the character of the ſpeak- 
er, and from the analogy of the Greek language, that 
by the merciful, we are to underſtand, ſuch as con- 
ſtantly exert themſelves in preventing conſoling, ſoft- 
ening and removing every adverſe circumſtance of 
their fellow creatures, as far as it lies in their power. 

In diſcourſing upon this ſubject, 1 ſhall, . the 
Divine aſſiſtance/, 1 

I. Trace acts of mercy up to webe origin, and ſhow 
the true ſource from whence they ſpring. - 

IT. I ſhall deſcribe the character of the merciful 


man. 


III. 1 ſhall ; paint the bleſſedneſs of thoſe who are ; 


poſſeſſed of this amiable TON. Then, 
i IV. 1 


ed eng roi a 


Tv. I ſhall conclude with an Addreſs fuitable to 
our preſent meeting. I am, 

I. To trace acts of mercy up to their origin, and 
ſhow the ſource from whence they flow. 

External acts of charity are ſuppoſed to include the 


internal diſpoſition from whence they ſpring. It is 


the internal diſpoſition of charity, which recommends 


the external act, and without which, it is of no value. 
The ſmalleſt acts of charity flowing from the love of 

God and man, are acceptable in the eye of heaven; 
even a cup of cold water given to a diſciple in the 


name of a diſciple, ſhall not loſe its reward; whereas 


the moſt ſplendid actions, performed from any other 


principle is of no value in his ſight. For, ſays the 


apoſtle Paul, though I give all my goods to feed the 
Poor, and though I give my body to be burned; and 
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.“ 


Charity, or the love of God, which worketh by love 


to our neighbour is greater than faith, or hope, be- 
cauſe it ſuppoſes theſe graces to be previouſly exerciſ- 


ed ; and is, indeed, the reſult and reward of them. 


Faith ſtedfaſtly believes, hope OY expects, but 5 


love enjoys. . 


This principle not only unites us to the Divine Be- 
ing; but it makes us like him, and transforms us into 
a Divine Image; for God is love; whereas faith and 
hope have no place in the Supreme mind, and conſe- 


quently we ourſelves bear no reſemblance to God 


when we abound in them. Faith and hope are only 
ufeful in this ſtate of darkneſs and abſence from God, 


and in this ſtate they may be exerciſed to their higheſt | 
perfection. 


a = 
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perfection. We may have ſo vigorous and piercing a 


faith, ascanbe outdone by noevidence but that of fi ght; 


we may have ſo ſtrong and lively an hope, as can or- 


ly be exceeded by fruition, in which it is loſt ; but 


love is as endleſs in its degrees, as in its duration; and 
| is fitted for an immortal ſtate, where it may be exer- 
cCiſed and improved to all eternity. Charity never 


faileth; but whether there be prophecies they ſſiall 
fail; or whether there be tongues they ſhall ceaſe ; 
whether there be knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away.” 
« For we know in part, and we propheſy in part; but 
when that which is perfect is "_ then that which 


is in part ſhall be done away.“ Such is the excellen- 


cy of the principle from which all acts of merey 


ought to ſpring. 


Having ſhewn you the true ſource of chat mercy, 


which is acceptable in the ſight of God. I ſhall, 


II. Deſcribe the character of the merciful man. 
The truly merciful man, flies with feeling heart, 
and open hands, to the aſſiſtance of every known dif- 


treſs ; and exerts his whole powers, as far as the law 


of God and nature directs, in labours of love, and 


acts of beneficence. It is true indeed, that he is ſen- 
ſible that the powers and capacities of particular men 
are limited; and fince no individual can aſſume the 
care, or procure the happineſs of all; he is firſt atten- 


tive to thoſe relations of friendſhip, kindred, or ſocie- 
ty, in which the univerſal father has more immediate- 
ly placed him. But his kind wiſhes, and his benevo- 


' lent intentions are not confined to theſe. No, his 


boundleſs and inextinguiſhable deſires, like the God 
| | 4 who 
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who framed his capacious ſoul, be the 5 
univerſe of which he is a member; and if his influence 
extends beyond the welfare of thoſe whom nature and 
Providence has more immediately committed to his 
care and protection; he hears the voice of God, and 
| humanity within, calling him to exert his powers to 
their full extent. ,The poor behold and bleſs him. 
At his approach, ſickneſs raiſes its drooping head, and 
ſmiles. Even death itſelf wears a leſs formidable aſ- 
pect in his preſence. The widow half forgets the 
ſenſe of her loſs, whilſt ſhe points him out, as the 
guide of her conduct, as the protector of her perſon, 
and the defender of her rights. To him the orphan 
juſtly transfers all his affection and confidence; and 
looks up to him in every emergency, as a ſecond pa- 
rent, or bountiful benefactor. | | 
Nor does his benignity confine itſelf to domeſtic 
| lfe alone; but heightens, enlarges, or expands, accord- 
ing to the ſphere in which it acts. In the field, it 
ſpares the effuſion of blood; and proffers generous 
and equitable terms of accommodation. On the bench 
it carefully weighs the circumſtances of every crime, 
and adapts the degrees of puniſhment, to it. It exhib- 
its ſpectacles of terror and pity with reluctance; it 
cenſures with humanity and condemns in tears. But 
if the frequency or enormity of crimes, call for the an- 
imadverſious of law, or provoke the hand of power; 
it will conſider particular lenity as public iniquity ; 
and the full and vigorous execution of juſtice, as the 
higheſt degrees of mercy. In the Senate it projects 


the moſt extenſive plans of public happinels ; ; for pub- 
e 


9: - 


li 8b, is ihe ind fi its 3 e of 
its activity. From the throne or from the ſenate, i it 
deſcends ĩ in vital and falutary effects on wronged inno- 
| cence, oppreſſed merit, or repenting guilt ; and eren 
in the ſequeſtered vale of private life; where humble 
induſtry, with fatigue and labour extorts his daily 
| bread, have we not ſeen the ſcanty. meal divided with 
ecſtatic pleaſure, and the cravings and neceſſities of one 
| boſom ſuſpended, to relieve the wants of another ? 
Nor does compaſſion linger in cold indolence, or 
thoughtleſs levity till extorted by the groans, and ſup- 
plications of pain and ſorrow. No | the man of mer- 
cy and of ' goodneſs, purſues indigence and grief to 
their retreat. He leads wounded nature by degrees 
to conſolation, without afſuming the pedantic air, or 


authoritative tone of precept or advice. He obliges, e 
| without ſeeming to oblige ; and whilſt the. poor pars. FEI "oO 
take of his favours, or live by his bounty; he reſpecis OY 


their delicacy, and prevents their bluſhes. For 
the hand of God, his great example acts not with 
apparatus or ſhow, whilſt it advances the happi- 
$4 pineſs of nature ; but appears only in its. beneficent 
and univerſal effects. It is this unupbraiding liberality, 
which he propoſes as the grand object of his imitation ; 
it is this glorious pattern which kindles all his ſoul 

and animates all his enterpriſes. | 
Ihe truly merciful man tranſplants into his ſoul all 
his Saviour's virtues ; and like his great maſter, he 
ſpends his whole life in doing good to the ſouls and 
bodies of men. Ignorance, ſuperſtition and folly | 
| tremble at his appearance; and vaniſh from his ſight. 
Sincere piety, virgin innocency, and heavenly wiſdom 
I attend 
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| Kind, as capable of endleſs i improvement, and conſe- 


by comparing ſuch indulgences and purſuits, to thoſe 
which are diſtinguiſhed by the name of ſelfiſh. 
| -” | AS 


10 
attend his ſteps. ol; looks upon his TIER of man- 


quently of a perpetual increaſe of happir 
upon the endearments of ſociety as a ſec 


of eternal felicity ; as a ſpring of perpetual: and in- 


creaſing joy; for in proportion as mankind converge 


and draw nearer to the Great Source of original per- 


fection and beauty, the more will the ſpring of ſocial 


joy be increaſed, and the more will this divine princi- 
ple be enkindled in their hearts. Though remorſe- 


leſs villany ſhould ſubvert his fortune, though unmer- 
ited detraction ſhould blaſt his fame, though relent- 
leſs rage ſhould” attempt his life; ſtill the howels of 
his mercy are moyed within him. He looks forward 
to that peaceful ſcene, where all jealouſy, all competly . 


Po don, all malice, and all envy ſhall be done away j 
% 8 and where he ſhall be united in the ſtricteſt bonds of 
EEO 22 with many of thoſe who through ignorance and 
prejudice often oppoſed him in his progreſs through 
life. He is therefore merciful to his very enemies; 
he bleſſes thoſe who curſe him; he does good to thoſe 
who hate him; and he prays for thoſe who deſpite- __ 
fully uſe and' mb him. He remembers the ſay- 
ing of our ee that it is more bleſſed to wu N 


to receive.” But this brings me to the 


III. Thing propoſed, which was to paint the bleſſeds : 
neſsof thoſe who are poſſeſſed of thisamiabledifpolition. @—FÞ. 
1. They are blefſed-with- one of the; higheſt, and . 


moſt refined enjoyments compatible with our nature 
in its preſent circumſtances. This will eaſily appear, 
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As theſe Kaeulties. of the ſou! 17 which we are re fit- 
ted to acquire or reliſh any enjoyment, are, under- 
| ſtanding, imagination and ſenſe ; ſo each of them have 
_ entertainments peculiar to themſelves ; and the hu- 
man conſtitution is provides with Genes and aver- 
ſiiong accommodated to every particular _ of pleaſ- 
ore or pain. 
Amongſt the loweſt are che appetites of ſenſe. The ö 
proper departments of theſe faithful and vigilant 
Monitors, are not ſo much, to procure us any poſi- 
tive pleaſure ; as to inform us of the wants and exi- 
gences of our nature. For this reaſon their impulſes 
are keen and tumultuous ; and the pleaſure of gratifi- 
cation continues no longer than till the want is ſup- 
plied; unleſs artfully protracted by habits of intem- 
perence, or taſtes of an higher kind. He who can 
continue the brutal ſatisfaction ef gormandizing on 
its own account, when the call of nature is ſatisfied, 
| mult be loſt to every impreſſion of reaſon and of deli- 
cacy. And- as theſe fruitions are no longer felt, 
when their ends are accompliſhed; ſo they yield not 
3 the ſmalleſt degree of enjoyment, upon reflection. If 
Ra they ariſe to any intenſe degree, the pain of abſti- 
nence muſt have been long and ſeverely felt, before 
the gratification ; and when affected with theſe ſenſa- 
tions, the blood and ſpirits are in ſuch tumultuous 
' agitation, that a good deal of diſturbance mult min- 
© yle with the pleaſure itſelf, In our frame, we like- 
wiſe find taſtes of a ſuperiour order, which are neither 
intellectual nor ſenſual, but mixed and partaking of 
both. Such are our reliſhes for grandeur, beauty har- 


; n or ee whether in the R of na- 
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ture or art. Theſe 1 cannot be highly regal- 

ed without many external advantages, and muſt there- 
fore be proportionably dependent and precarious. 
Even the acquiſition of knowledge, when it purſues 
no end beyond itſelf, is Wborious and unſatis factory. 
Thoſe who deſire power and influence, on their own 
account muſt either deſpair of ſucceſs, or extinguiſh 
every ſentiment of candour, every impreſſion of fear, 
and every ſocial feeling which ſtands in competition 
with their views. Fame might in ſome degree be et- 
Igible were ſhe always the attendant of merit ; but ſhe 


is too often the herald of a lie, the child of accident, 


the inſtrument of caprice, the dupe of ignorance, the 
otgan of prejudice, the proſtitute of venality, and the 
votreſs of partial attachment. Avarice cannot even 


plead the pretext of pleaſure as its apology. For the 


principle upon which the miſer acts, is a reſtleſs and 


uneaſy preſage of future want. The buſy demon for- 


ever excites him, to ſave and to gain; it is an unnat- 
ural thirſt which increaſes by habit and gratification; 
it is like the horſeleech, the barren womb; or che graves 


which never ſay they have enough. 


Pride and vanity ariſe ſolely from ignorance or want 
of merit ; for a right eſtimate of our natutes i in gen- 
eral; or our characters in particular, will inſpire very 
different ſentiments ; and will occaſion a very differ- 
ent behaviour. Now as theſe preoccupations of the 
mind in its own favour, ariſe from nothing real; but 
owe their being to imaginary qualities, or extrinſic 
advantages ; they muſt be forever tortured with inſup- 


portable mortification and inſult. For other eyes 


25 not behold us with equal rer ; and in pro- 
portion 


#3 


portion as we riſe i in our own eſteem we ſhall deſerve 


and increaſe the ridicule of mankind. Anger, malice. 
and envy are no more than an uneaſy ſenſe of weak- 

| neſs and indigence; and accordingly, more preva- 
: lent in thoſe who have leaſt power to redreſs them. 


When felt they give exquiſite torture, when gratified 
they yield no more than acquieſcence ; and if remorſe 
their natural concomitant ſhould intervene ; even 
that miſerable and inadequate compenſation 1s denied 
them. Such then is the value of all ſelfiſh purſuits, 
But how different the indulgence of kind allection! 
and how much more excellent its reward 3 we feel 
not from reaſon alone, but from intention and expe- 
Tience. The very ſenſe of benevolence is unmixed 
pleaſure, It fills the mind with inward fatisfaQtion, 


and as a ſpring i it diffuſes i its benign influences through- 


out the whole frame. 

| It ſoothes all the other N and appetites, and 
opens the mind to enjoy all the ſweets of nature. It 
ſweetly engages all the other faculties in its ſervice. 
By theſe it aſcends up through nature to nature God; 
and unites itſelf with the Divine Being. Thus the 
happineſs of heaven i is in ſome meaſure communicat- 
ed to it. O bleſſed ſource of permanent felicity! 
Grant me this, ang 


cc I cannot : g0, 
Where univerſal love not ſmiles around, 
Suſtaining all yon orbs and all their ſuns; 
From ſeeming evil ſtill deducing good, 
And better thence again, and better till, 
| To infinite progreſſion “ 


Beſides, every benevolent deed which the merciful 
man performs, and every diſtreſſed obje& which he 
| reheves, 


14 
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lieves, pours into the mind a freſh ſupply of real and 
| ſubſtantial joy; and even when diſappointed of his 
aims, the goodneſs of the i intention conſoles and ſanc- 


tifies the misfortune. Nay, ſo genuine are theſe fru- 
itions, that inſtances are not uucommon z when the 
mind ſupports its dignity and cheerfulneſs by theſe 


alone, though deprived of every other advantage. E- 
ven in the midſt of his miſery Job conſoled himſelf by 


recounting his former acts of mercy. © When the ear 


heard me, then it bleſſed me ; when the eye ſaw me, 
it bare witneſs to me, becauſe 1 delivered the poor 
that cried, the fatherleſs, and him that had none to 
help him. I was eyes to the blind, feet, was I to the 


lame ; I was a father to the poor, and the cauſe that 


I know not, 1 ſearched it out.” Woe, therefore, 
preſent and eternal woe, be to that ſoul, who is inca- 


pable of feeling for the misfortunes of others. It 


had been better for ſuch a being to have remained 
ſunk in eternal darkneſs or uneſſential nothing; ; bet- 
ter whether we conſider his internal feelings, or his 
Gituation with reſpect to others. But, 

2. The merciful are bleſſed with the hope comfort 
and relief from others, whenever they ſtand in need 
of it. Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain 
mercy, ſays our Saviour; ; but he does not fay from 


whom they ſhall receive it, whether from God, or 
irom man, and there was good reaſon for this ; ; for 
the expreſs mention of the one might have been reck- 


oned an excluſion of the other; whereas he no doubt 
meant to include both, and fhew that ſuch ſhall obtain 
mercy both from man and from God. All the af- 
*eCtions of the ſoul when warmly « exerted, and ſtrong- 


I 


* 
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ty expreſſed, are communicative and infectious to an in- 


conceivable degree. Hiſtory and experience afford us 
numberleſs examples, how the paſſions catch from ſout 


to ſoul ; how keenly they are inflamed and how violent- 


ly they operate in ſociety. If we havethe leaſt ſenſibil- 
bility of temper, we muſt often have found ourſelves ir- 


reſiſtibly affected wich the tears and complaints of ſtran- 


gers, or with characters and incidents merely fictitious. 


Now if tenderneſs and pity communicate themſelves 
with ſuch reſiſtleſs energy, when the characters and inci- 


dents by which they are inſpired, have no connection 
with ug, or perhaps no exiſtence in nature; what ef- 


fect muſt they have, when actually, and viſibly exert- 


ed in ſociety! Muſt not the maling eye, the hearing 
boſom, the imploring attitude of recent calamity, 
when really beheld, and ſtrongly impreſſed upon all 


our ſenſes, awaken every ſympathy of the human 


heart. Beſides, even admitting the preſent degener- 
acy and corruption of manners, there are not many 


ſo incorrigibly abandoned, as to be inſenſible of grat- 


itude. An impreſſion of favours received is {till warm- 


ly felt and generally acknowledged. .. 
Since then it is the higheſt delight and the conſtant 


enjoyment of the merciful man to oblige ; he be- 


comes in ſome meaſure an univerſal benefaQor, and 
every one who beholds the diſadvantages of his for- 


tune or the uneaſineſs of his mind, recollects his fa- 


vours, and contributes to his relief. But if they 
ſhould be ſo ungenerous and hard hearted, as to for- 


fake him in time of trouble, he has no reaſon to be 
greatly diſcouraged. Still he will find that mercy in 
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Nes of which God has 5 FOR the glorious; and. 
auſpicious inſtrument on'carth. ES, N + 

That God is favourable to virtue in general; and 
particularly to that virtue, which reſembles the darling 


attributes of his nature, none will queſtion, who con- 


ſider the degrees of happineſs which he has united with | 
good diſpoſitions, and worthy actions even in this 
life. When a Prince beſtows proper rewards on ſuch 
as excel in arts and arms and literature; « we con- 
| clude without heſitation that. he is enamoured of ſuch 
talents and conſcious of their value; When there- 
fore we ſes benevolent intentions tewarded with i in- 
ward ſatisfaction and outward ſecurity, why may we 
not with the ſame certainty conctude, that God the 


univerſal father will approve and patronize ſach 4 | 


character, and ſuch à conduct. But if it be found, 
that the higheſt abilities which we poſſeſs in this life, 
are widely diſproportioned fo our intentions of doing 


good; and that our moſt generous and extenſive 


aims, are frequently diſappointed; is it not perfectly 
conſiſtent with the Divine perfections, with the analo- 
&Y of things, and with the immortal and progreſlivs 
nature of the human foul to ſuppoſe, that the merci- 
ful ſhall in a future ſtate be more fully rewarded with 
the love and enjoyment ot their favourite objects? 
This is every where confirmed in the ſcriptures of 


truth; © when thou makeſt à feaſt call the poor, the | 


maimed, the lame and the blind, and thou ſhalt be 
dleſſed; for they cannot recompenſe thee ; but thou 


malt be recompenſed at the reſurrection of the juſt.”? 


In that great and deciſive hour, when the Son of Man 
ſhall appear enthroned in glory and accompanied with 
8 ten 


PE 


Fe. 
jaw thouſand of his flats, be i is pretend as 5 approv- 


ing of the righteous according to their works of mer- 
| cy. oy Come ye bleſſed of my father, inherit the king- 
0 dom prepared for you from the foundation af the 


World. For Iv was an bungered, ind ye gave me meat; 


1 was thirſty, and ye gave me drink ; I was a ſtranger; 


and ye took me in; I was naked, and ye clothed me; 
I was fick, and Je viſited me; 18 was In priſon, and ye 


came unto me.“ The righteous i not conſcious of hav- 


ing done any thing worthy of ſo great a revenue of 
glory, a are repreſented as faying; cc when ſaw we thee 


an hungered, and fed thee ? or thirſty and gave thee 


drink ? ? When faw we thee 4 ſtranger and took thee | 
in? or naked and clothed. thee ? Or when, faw we 
thee ſick; and in priſon, and came unto thee?“ All 
their benevolent thoughts, all theit good deeds, all 
theit moſt ſecret acts of charity, at are here laid-open at 


once. Then the king is repreſented as faying; e in- 
aſmuch as ye did it urtto one of the leaſt of theſe my 


brethren, ye did it intd me; ye did it at ny com- 


mand, and for my fake; ye dia it unto them as the 


1 


members of my myſtical body; 3 therefore I look up- 


on it as done to myſelf. Come then ye bleſſed of my 


father enjoy the fruits of your bene volence; in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world.” Thus, my brethren, I have en- 
deavoured to deſcribe to you this God like principle 
of mercy, as it is founded in our nature, as it is 


_ ſtrengthened purified and chefithed by the law of 
God, and by divine grace. | 


Like a beautiful and gentle ſtream, fed ins feb 
eral ſources, and flowing through a wide extent 
We an EE 7 of 


18 | 
of . country, it an beauty Code and verdure 


every where around it. The herbs, and fruits, and 
flowers, and every plant, and tree, which come 


within its influence, raiſe their drooping heads and 7 


ſpread their beauties fo the ſun; Every thing com- 
mitted to its faithful boſom, it moves gently along till 
it is conveyed to the ocean of bliſs, where happineſs, 
joy, and pleaſure forever flow. Happy, thrice happy 
he, who is actuated with this divine principle. Wick- 
celdneſs, malice and envy wither at his appearance, and 
like the birds of night fly to their melancholy retreats. 
Oppreſſion, cruelty, and war, with its bloody gar- 
ments, lay aſide their horrors ; and like the Roman 
ſoldiers fall down at his approach. Hail ſacred ſource 
of everlaſting bliſs | May all of us this day n | 
of thy divine influence. _ 
With my heart thus 1 1 * the in- 
timate ſatisfaction and pleaſure, of addreſſing a part 
of one of the moſt friendly and peaceable ſocie- 
ties upon earth. A fociety calculated to ſhield man- 
kind from ſcorching; heits and piercing! colds ; and 
by its benevolent principles, to produce beauty, or- 
der and harmony within. A fociety originally in- 
foired with that ; benevolence which reared the 
ſtupendous fabric of the univerſe, and who from his 
temple of infinite ſpace-prompted them to raiſe tem- 
ples and monuments of honour to him upon earth. 
A ſociety who have ſtudied to imitate every thing 
grand in nature, and have taken into their. ſcheme 
the more noble plan of divine grace. As an in- 
ſtance of this, you have choſen to celebrate the birth 
of John the Baptiſt, as he was the great herald of the 
Goſpel, 


8 8 8 19 
Goſpel, as he pointed out the foundation ſtone of that 
glorious building, the beauty and excellency of which, 
will afford a ſource of ever growing, and new delight 
through all the ages of eternity. To eſtabliſh this 
foundation of love in your own hearts; you have choſ: 
en to celebrate the birth of John the Evangeliſt, wha 
conſtantly reclined upon his Saviour's boſom and fat 
by his fide; in whom the amiable principle of love 
breathed in all he ſaid, in all he wrote, and in all he 
did. Thus by imitating every thing grand in nature, 
and embracing the very eſſence of the goſpel, you 
have erected a monument more durable than that of 
braſs or Parian marble. You have the honour to be 


a branch of that ſociety which has remained without 


rent or ſchiſm from the days of Solomon down to the 
preſent ; that ſociety which to the poor, the needy, 
and the weary traveller and even to the miſerable cap- 
tive, has ſhewed more humanity than any other, 
That ſociety whoſe original principles duly embraced 
will conduct every worthy member of it to the tem- 
ple above, where he ſhall join all his worthy brethren, 


and' where the ſong of love fhall ever circulate 


through all the regions of the bleſſed. Shall we com- 
pare that love, that harmony, that peace which has 
actuated your ſociety with that fanaticiſm, that ſuper- 
ſition, that malice and party rage, which, has torn 
others in pieces. Bluſh ye zealots of a. party, who 
by your dreams, and viſions, and whims. of your own 


brains, think to gain heaven, whilſt you exclude all 


others. Ye clouds carried about with every wind, 
which do not deſcend in genial ſhowers ; but ſerve 
only to abſorb the rays which caliven the face of na- 


| ture. 
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ture. Ye wandering * which haſty draw near 
to the great ſource of day, and ſeem for a while to 


ſparkle with the refulgence of his rays ; but immedi- 
| ately fly off to an immeaſurable diſtance, and are in- 


volved i in obſcure darkneſs. Ye meteors in the air, 


which ſerve for no other purpoſe, but to bewilder the | 


benighted traveller. Go learn of your Saviour, and 
imitate his virtues ; go learn your Saviour 8 ſermon 
on the mount, and reduce it to practice; : and when 
you have done this, you will no more diſturb ſociety 
with your viſions. Learn of the apoſtle Paul, to 


6c keep the unity of the ſpirit, in the bond of peace. 


Learn of him, that as you now ſow, ſo ſhall you reap. 


Learn of this ſociety, to make the love of God, and 


the love of man the true ſpring of all your actions. 
Thus my brethren I have deſcribed the nature of your 
ſociety, according to. its original principles, do not 
then diſgrace your ſociety by departing | from them. 

I ſhall now conclude with an Addreſs to the whole 
of this audience, „ 

Lou have heard, my brethren, the nature and ex- 
cellency of this divine principle deſcribed. Let us 
then raiſe our voice in the common cauſe of humani- 
ity ; ; and let the world give attention. For what is 
all this noiſe, this buſtle, this hurry and trepidation ? ? 
this uncommon eagerneſs which men ſhew to circum- 
vent one another ? ? Is it who ſhall be richeſt ? who 


ſhall poſſeſs moſt acres of land ? who ſhall enjoy the 
| higheſt opinion of his vain fellow mortals, that is the 


grand queſtion ? ? For ſhame, chriſtians, leave this tri- 
fing; ; this play of boys, and remember that you are 


| immortal. There i ts nothing i in this world of i impor- 


tance 
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tance enough to make you . there is Tas 


any thing of i importance 1n it, to engage your anxiety . 


for a moment. Extend your views beyond the ſhad- 


_ owy ſcene, into the regions of eternity. There is a 
real field to engage the attention of a ſolicitous ſpirit. 
Even granting the objects which you now ſo fondly 


purſue 1 to be matters of moment in themſelves; the 
thortneſs of their duration reduces them again to 


nothing. The calamities of life are too ſhort, to be 


a reaſonable ground of deſpondency ; ; the goods of 


| this world are too precarious, to be the ſubjects of 


much vanity; the rewards of wickedneſs are too tran- 
ſitory, to be conſidered in any reſpect as a compenſa- 
tion for the important facrifices which will be made 


to attain them. Why then will you ſweat and toil, 


and vex yourſelves i in vain? Why will you contend 


to the death for the acquiſition « of ſuch periſhable ma- 


terials. Conſider what it is you | have placed your af- 
fections upon; a few grains of duſt which any acci- 
dental breath of wind will blow forever from you. 


What a ſcene of happineſs might this world, even in its 


preſent ſituation be rendered, were men but willing 


to enjoy their opportunities. There is hardly a man 


ſo low i in life but he has ſome. of his fellow creatures 


: at his mercy z ſome perſon whom he has it in his 
power to be kind to. Ah! my friends, how high i is 


the enjoyment to contemplate the happineſs we have 
been the occaſion of to others. Did you ever feel 
the pleaſure of a generous action? Did you ever feel 
that exalted joy which overflows the great hearts of 


the benevolent whilſt they are ſurrounded with thoſe 


whom they have made happy 4 There i is not an enjoy- 
; ment 


n 
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ment in this world equal to it. ' Not the polleffion of 
"riches, not the pleaſures of beauty, nor even the 
charms of friendſhip. The ſelfiſh act againſt their 
own. intereſt when they aſpire not after this. Bat, . 
_ "Gracious God ! what have thoſe to account for, who 
have had it in their power to make multitudes of their | 
fellow creatures happy, and yet have neglected this 
3 glorious, but neyer to he retrieved opportunity ? What . 
an heart muſt that man have, to whom God hath giv- 
en wealth and influence as much as his heart could | © |.#- 
with, and. who, when looking back upon his paſt Re - 6: 
can recollect no n aktion "Ince he ever did N 
with i it. Ep 
If there i is a power above, 675 looks down upon #5 
this life with equal eyes ; muſt not a wretch like this 
tremble to approach him. Muſt he not have ſome | 
dread that theſe or the like queſtions will be put > | 
bim. What Sir, have you done with your ample mm 
tune r Where are the hungry whom you have fed? 
Where are the naked whom you have clothed? Where 
re the priſoners whom you have relieved : ? Have you 
ever comforted the widow, whilſt her loſs was yet re- 
cent; and whilſt the tear was yet upon her cheek 4” 
Have you ever taken the orphan home, whom you {| 
have ſeen paſs by you in the moſt forlorn, diſtreſs ? | K 
Where is the mouth that bleſſes you ?- Where is the - |. 
family that calls you benefactor? But, my. brethren, _ 
let us never imitate ſuch a worthleſs example. Be it 
our buſineſs to be kind and ufefut, Q God! our com- 
mon parent, inſpire us with generous and noble ſenti- 
ments.  Baniſh every thing that is, little, f. ſelfiſh and 


N from our glowing boſoms, Let us reſolve this 
moment, 
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brethren, come all, let us unite in one eternal bon L 0 f 9 

of friendſhip and love. Let us practice mercy here, ; 1 

and may the mercy af heaven forever Wer its wild. 1 

. 5 influences around o 5 9 . 1 
4 S. ; 55 4 


: 4 | 
In realms and worlds . "R$ 
Thou whoſ@bright beams love do ſhine, * 
1 p At brighten all thy. ns divine, „** 
* . Wo ſing around hy ae * 
* Do thou look down from beav'n „0 God ! 3 


„Ardent as that in Saints above, 


moment, that whatever we have. gk we will hence: 
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forth be good and benevolent." Come th. 
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And viſit this our dark abode, 
With truth and love and prace ; 
Unite our hearts in ſocial love, 


Pure as thy dwelling place. 


= Les loye and joy expa pang our hearts, 
Above all mean and fordid arts; 


And raiſe our ſouls to heayen; * 
Let thy bright rays around us ſhine, #7 
Let us behold thy face Divine» 

And let thy grace be given. 


4 A1 * 
» * 


May thy bright image, borrowd night, _ . 
Pipe the dark of Sorrow's night, | 

And robe · en wrap the Poor; 

S The ck, the weak, the lag 

The dumb, t dea 1 * 
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